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alludes to the campaign of the Germans, the capture of
defenceless Berytus, the loss of well-fortified Joppa.
The Yicar of Christ himself would claim no exemption
from the universal call; he would, as became him, set
the example, and in person and in estate devote him-
self to the sacred cause. He had, therefore, himself
invested with the cross two cardinals of the Church,
who were to precede the army of the Lord, and to be
maintained, not by any mendicant support, but at the
expense of the Holy See. The Cardinal Peter was first
to proceed to France, to settle the differences between
the Kings of England and France, and to enlist them
in the common cause ; the Cardinal Soffrido to Venice,
to awaken that powerful Republic. After the
Pope's example, before the next March, every
archbishop, bishop, and prelate was to furnish a certain
number of soldiers, according to his means, or a certain
rate in money for the support of the crusading army.
Whoever refused was to be treated as a violator of
God's commandments, threatened with condign punish-
ment, even with suspension. To all who embarked in
the war Innocent promised, on their sincere repentance,
the remission of all their sins, and eternal life in the
great day of retribution. Those who were unable to
proceed in person might obtain the same remission in
proportion to the bounty of their offerings and the
(devotion of their hearts. The estates of all who took
up the cross were placed under the protection of St
Peter. Those who had sworn to pay interest for sums
borrowed for these pious uses were to be released from
their oaths \ the Jews were especially to be compelled
by all Christian princes to abandon all their usurious
claims on pain of being interdicted from all commercial
dealings with Christians. " If the soldiers of the Cross,